
 

Global Pro Bono Guide 2026  
Pro Bono Practices and Opportunities in Angola  
 

Introduction  

Angola has no significant legal pro bono tradition, and access to pro bono legal services is very 
limited. There is, however, a growing awareness within the legal profession in Angola of the urgent 
need for Angola to develop legal pro bono assistance progr ammes with state support to ensure 
access to justice for all.  
The pro bono sector in Angola has experienced notable growth over the past five years, driven by 
significant legislative advancements and social initiatives promoted by the Angolan Bar Association 
(OAA), law firms, and NGOs such as the “Associação Justiça,  Paz e Democracia ” and the “Associação 
Pro Bono Angola”.  

Recently, new, projects have been launched, including the “Legal Services Contracting” 1 initiative, 
which was started in January 2025 by the Associação Pro Bono Angola . Law firms such as BC 
Advogados ,2 have committed to providing free legal assistance to those in need, aligning with the 
principles of ethics and solidarity, and the OAA has actively extended its free legal assistance 
programmes to the more remote regions of the country since 2018, aiming to bridge gaps in access 
to justice. 3 
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The landscape  

 

Professional regulation  

1. Describe the laws or rules that regulate 

the provision of legal services, including 

any licensing required to provide legal 

services. Please highlight any differences 

for lawyers working as in - house counsel.  

The provision of legal services is primarily 

governed by Law 8/17 of 13th May 2017 (the 

Advocacy Law  (Lei da Advocacia) 4), the Angolan 

 

1 Available for consultation at https://probonoangola.org/wp -content/uploads/2025/01/CONTRATACAO - DE - SERVICOS -
JURIDICOS - 1.pdf (last visited on 5 March 2025).  
2 Available on https://bcadvogados.ao/  (last visited on 5 March 2025).  
3Available on http://www.oaang.org/content/aconselhamento - juridico - gratuito.  
4 Available for consultation at http://www.oaang.org/content/lei - advocacia - 1 (last visited on 27 January 2025).  

https://probonoangola.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CONTRATACAO-DE-SERVICOS-JURIDICOS-1.pdf
https://probonoangola.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CONTRATACAO-DE-SERVICOS-JURIDICOS-1.pdf
https://bcadvogados.ao/
http://www.oaang.org/content/lei-advocacia-1


 

Bar Association’s Regulations, 5 the Angolan Bar 

Association’s Access to Legal Services 

Regulations, 6 along with the Law 16/16 of 30th 

September 2016 (Law on Law Firms and Legal 

Associations ( Lei das Sociedades e Associações 

de Advogados) 7), the Angolan Constitution, 8 

Decree - Law no. 15/95 of 10 November 1995 9 

(Legal Aid Law), and Joint Executive Decree no. 

46/97. 10  

Lawyers working as in - house counsel are also 

subject to the same laws or rules as practicing 

lawyers.  

Only lawyers and trainee lawyers who are 

registered in the OAA can, throughout the 

country and before any jurisdiction, court, 

authority, or public or private entity, perform acts 

that are specific to the profession and, in 

particular, appear before a cour t of law in 

representation of clients.  

However, the provision of legal consultation by 

law graduates who are public servants or who 

work under a contract of employment does not 

require registration in the OAA, insofar as those 

legal services are provided in exclusivity to the 

public body or pri vate employer of the person at 

stake.  

Regulatory landscape for pro bono  

2. Describe the laws or rules that regulate 

the provision of pro bono legal services.  
There are no express regulations governing or 

limiting the provision of pro bono legal services in 

Angola. P ro bono services could be regarded as 

voluntary activities specifically in the legal field. 

Law 17/21 of 30th July 2021 (Law on Volunteering 

(Lei do Voluntariado ) governs any non -

remunerated activity coming from private or 

public collective bodies in the objective of 

helping individuals, which may be applied to in -

house lawyers. 11 Lawyers in private practice, 

however, have the independence to conduct 

their services as they see fit, as per the Advocacy 

 

5 Article 3, number 1 of the OAA Regulations of Access to Legal Services.  
6 OAA Regulations available for consultation at www.oaang.org  (last visited on 27 January 2025).  
7 Article 2 and 3 of the Law on Law Firms and Legal Associations.   
8 Article 193 and Article 195 of the Constitution of Angola of 16 August 2021.  
9 Available for consultation at http://www.oaang.org/content/decreto - lei- n%C2%BA - 1595- 10- novembro - assistencia - judiciaria . 
10 Available for consultation at https://www.oaang2.org/instruit%C3%ADvo - sobre - honor%C3%A1rios . 
11 Article 3 of the Law on Volunteering.  

http://www.oaang.org/
file:///C:/Users/fleme/Downloads/Available%20for%20consultation%20at%20http:/www.oaang.org/content/decreto-lei-n%25C2%25BA-1595-10-novembro-assistencia-judiciaria
https://www.oaang2.org/instruit%C3%ADvo-sobre-honor%C3%A1rios


 

Law. 12 

Although  there is no statutory minimum legal fee 

schedule imposed on legal practitioners in 

Angola , there is a limitation to the financial 

benefits attributed to volunteering, declaring that 

any activity that could generate any financial 

benefit to the entity, organisations, or individuals 

that volunteer does not constitute volunteering, 13 

nor does the requirement of any kind of financial 

or material compensation of such activity. 14 

 

3. Do lawyers need a license to provide pro 

bono legal services (beyond usual local 

qualification to practice law)?  

 

Lawyers must be registered in the OAA in order 

to practise law (including the provision of pro 

bono legal services) in Angola, except in the 

cases described in a) 1 above.  

4. Do foreign - qualified lawyers need any 

additional license to provide pro bono 

services (beyond their foreign qualification 

to practice law)?  

 

Only foreign lawyers admitted to the OAA are 

allowed to practise law and provide pro bono 

legal services in Angola. There is a special 

apprenticeship regime for lawyers qualified in 

other jurisdictions requiring training within a legal 

practice for three m onths for qualified lawyers 

with a Roman - Germanic legal education, and six 

months for qualified lawyers with an Anglo -

Saxon legal education.  

Foreign individuals with a local law degree are 

allowed to apply for registration in the OAA and 

to carry out the required apprenticeship, but such 

registration is subject to the general principle of 

reciprocity with other countries. 15 

5. Are lawyers required by such rules to work 

a minimum number of pro bono hours? If 

so, how many?  

 

Aspiring lawyers in Angola are not required to 

complete a minimum number of hours of pro 

bono legal services to become licensed lawyers. 

Although trainee lawyers are often appointed by 

the OAA to provide legal services as a 

requirement to becoming licensed  lawyers, these 

legal services are often financially supported by 

the State and, therefore, do not constitute pro 

bono legal services  

6. Are aspiring lawyers required to complete 

a minimum number of hours of pro bono 

legal services to become licensed 

lawyers?  

Lawyers in Angola are not required to work a 

minimum number of pro bono hours. However, 

qualified lawyers are free to engage (and to 

some extent are encouraged by the OAA to 

 

12 Article 5 of the Advocacy Law.  
13 Article 6, paragraph c) of the Advocacy Law.  
14 Article 8, paragraph j) of the Advocacy Law.  
15Article 14 of the Advocacy Law and Article 14 of OAA Regulations 1/19, of 7 March 2019. 

http://www.oaang.org/sites/default/files/oaanovoREgacessoadvoc.pdf  (last visited on 27 January 2025).  

http://www.oaang.org/sites/default/files/oaanovoREgacessoadvoc.pdf


 

 engage) in pro bono activities, but are not 

obligated to accept pro bono (or any other) legal 

matters.  

7. Aside from mandatory targets (if any), are 

there aspirational pro bono hours targets 

for lawyers set by the local bar 

association, regulatory body or other 

body?  

 

There are no aspirational pro bono hours targets 

for lawyers set by the local bar association, 

regulatory body, or other body in Angola.  

8. Do lawyers receive any “Continuing Legal 

Education” (CLE) or equivalent credit for 

pro bono hours worked?  

 

Lawyers in Angola do not receive any CLE or 

equivalent credit for pro bono hours worked. The 

OAA does not currently offer any continuing legal 

education programmes for its admitted 

members, and lawyers in Angola are not required 

to undertake any such furth er continuing legal 

education.  

 

Insurance and advertising  

9. Do lawyers need professional indemnity 

legal insurance cover for pro bono legal 

services they provide? Does the 

requirement differ for in - house lawyers?  

 

If insurance is required, can lawyers meet 

the requirement by working under the 

cover of another pro bono provider, e.g. in 

partnership with a private law firm or 

organization working on the same pro 

bono project?  

 

Law firms are required by law to obtain 

Professional Indemnity Legal Insurance for all 

work, including the provision of pro bono legal 

services. 16 

Sole practitioners and in - house lawyers, however, 

are allowed to practise without professional 

indemnity legal insurance and are, therefore, able 

to take on pro bono work without such insurance.  

Article 25 of the Law on Law Firms and Legal 

Associations 17 reinforces the OAA’s regulation on 

compulsory civil liability insurance by requiring 

law firms 18 to take out a civil liability insurance 

contract to cover the risks inherent in the 

professional activity of their members (partners, 

associates, trainee lawyers, or agents).  

10. Are there any rules that limit or prohibit 

advertising of pro bono successes or 

soliciting new pro bono clients?   

 

Advertising legal services in Angola is restricted 

and subject to strict regulations set forth by OAA. 

While lawyers may advertise their professional 

names, contact details, and expertise in legal 

magazines and general directorates, they are 

prohibited fro m advertising any kind of legal 

services and/or publicising details of their clients 

 

16 Regulations on Registration of Law Firms and Associations available at 
http://www.oaang.org/sites/default/files/RegRegSocadvo.pdf  (last visited on 27 January 2025).  

17 https://lex.ao/docs/assembleia - nacional/2016/lei - n- o- 16- 16- de - 30 - de - setembro/ . 
18 segobrigcivil.pdf  

http://www.oaang.org/sites/default/files/RegRegSocadvo.pdf
https://lex.ao/docs/assembleia-nacional/2016/lei-n-o-16-16-de-30-de-setembro/
http://www.oaang.org/sites/default/files/segobrigcivil.pdf


 

in the media (including pro bono successes). 19 

Pro bono practice and culture  

11. What are the main areas of law which 

require or present opportunities for pro 

bono? What are the major unmet legal 

needs?  

 

The main areas of law that demand or offer 

opportunities for pro bono services in Angola are 

generally linked to human rights issues, social 

inclusion, and access to justice for the vulnerable 

groups. The main unmet legal needs include 

legal assistance on issues that directly affect 

disadvantaged communities, particularly in the 

areas of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms, with an emphasis on cases of 

discrimination, arbitrary detention, torture, and 

violations of political rights. 20   

It also includes matters related to criminal law, 

especially for people in vulnerable situations 

accused of crimes, guaranteeing the right to a 

fair defence and dignified conditions of 

detention, Children’s Rights (including victims of 

abuse, exploitation,  and guaranteeing access to 

education and health), and Women’s Rights and 

Gender Equality, serving women who face 

discrimination, gender - based violence, and 

economic exclusion, not to mention development 

of legal empowerment initiatives.  

12. Who are the main providers of pro bono 

legal services?  

 

 

The main providers of pro bono legal services in 
Angola include the Angolan Bar Association (OAA), 
the Angolan government, the Public Defender’s 
Office of Angola, some law firms, NGOs such as 
the “Associação Justiça, Paz e Democracia” and 
the “Associação P ro Bono Angola”, which work in 
areas related to human rights and social justice, 
and universities and private legal support centers.  

The Associação Pro Bono Angola has been 
particularly prominent in this area, especially with 
the recent implementation, in partnership with 
other entities, of the project titled “Kuzúela 
Uembu”. 21 This initiative aims to strengthen the 
protection and promotion of freedom of 
expression in Angola. For this project, the 
association relies on the support of lawyers and 
legal consultants, albeit limited, who have 
extensive experience in human rights iss ues and 

 

19Available at http://www.oaang.org/content/instrutivo - sobre - publicidade  (last visited on 27 January 2025).  
20  https://www.expansao.co.ao/angola/detalhe/sistema - judicial - angolano - continua - fragil - e- refem - do - poder - politico -
62134.html  
21 Available on https://probonoangola.org/wp - content/uploads/2025/01/CONTRATACAO - DE - SERVICOS - JURIDICOS - 1.pdf (last 
visited 5 March 2025).  

http://www.oaang.org/content/instrutivo-sobre-publicidade
https://www.expansao.co.ao/angola/detalhe/sistema-judicial-angolano-continua-fragil-e-refem-do-poder-politico-62134.html
https://www.expansao.co.ao/angola/detalhe/sistema-judicial-angolano-continua-fragil-e-refem-do-poder-politico-62134.html
https://probonoangola.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CONTRATACAO-DE-SERVICOS-JURIDICOS-1.pdf


 

legal guidance.  

The OAA created the “Direito para Todos” (Justice 
for all) 22 programme , through which lawyers 
provide free legal advice to citizens in monthly pro 
bono clinics, including in prisons, with special 
attention to more remote regions of the country. 
There have also been ongoing efforts to 
implement legal services programmes in An golan 
universities. In 2014, the Faculty of Law at 
Agostinho Neto University created an inaugural pro 
bono clinic offering free legal advice in Cacuaco, 
aimed at supporting the launch of 
microenterprises.  

These initiatives reflect a significant 

advancement in promoting access to justice in 

Angola, particularly for the most vulnerable 

segments of society, consolidating the pro bono 

culture in the country and expanding 

opportunities for legal assistance to th ose who 

need it most.  

13. Are there any noteworthy examples of 

how innovative technology or artificial 

intelligence is being used to enable 

access to pro bono or otherwise as part of 

pro bono cases or matters?   

 

Although there are no specific examples in 

Angola of initiatives that use AI to promote 

access to pro bono legal services, the digitisation 

of the judiciary system has been discussed as a 

means of promoting human rights and access to 

justice. Studies indic ate that the adoption of 

digital technologies can facilitate access to the 

judiciary, making it more agile and efficient. 23 

 

Furthermore, AI has been debated in Angola in 

the context of human rights. The United Nations 

High Commissioner for Human Rights has warned 

that recent advances in artificial intelligence 

represent a serious threat to human rights, calling 

for effective sa feguards to control them. 24   

Sources of Pro Bono Opportunities and Key Contacts  

14. Describe notable sources of pro bono 

matters or resources in your jurisdiction.  

 

 

Pro bono resources in Angola are limited.  

Several pro bono projects have been 

instrumental in promoting access to justice, 

especially for the most vulnerable populations. 

 

22Available on 
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oaang.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FORDEM%
2520DOS%2520ADVOGADOS%2520DE%2520ANGOL3.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK  (last visited 5 March  2025).  
23 “Judiciary digitization as a means of promoting human rights.” Revista Inclusiones.  Available at: 
https://revistainclusiones.org/index.php/inclu/article/download/3169/3529/74 .  
24  FRANCISCO, Flaviano. “ Artificial intelligence as a significant threat to human rights.” Julaw.  Available at: 
https://julaw.ao/inteligencia - artificial - como - forte - ameaca - aos - direitos - humanos - flaviano - francisco/ .  

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oaang.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FORDEM%2520DOS%2520ADVOGADOS%2520DE%2520ANGOL3.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oaang.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FORDEM%2520DOS%2520ADVOGADOS%2520DE%2520ANGOL3.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://revistainclusiones.org/index.php/inclu/article/download/3169/3529/74
https://julaw.ao/inteligencia-artificial-como-forte-ameaca-aos-direitos-humanos-flaviano-francisco/


 

The OAA offers free legal assistance to low -

income citizens, addressing issues such as land 

rights, labour rights, and family issues.  

The “Direito para todos ”25 programme (2019 - 2020), 
carried out by INADEC in partnership in the OAA, 
aimed to offer free legal services for consumer 
rights cases, commercial contracts, and access to 
education and public health. The NGO Angola 
2000, with support from the OAA, offers l egal 
assistance to human rights defenders, journalists, 
and victims of abuse. The Faculty of Law at 
Agostinho Neto University also runs pro bono 
programmes, with law students providing 
assistance and advice.  

15. Is there any public or private organization 

with which a local or foreign lawyer can 

register to be made aware of pro bono 

opportunities?  

 

 

There are a few organisations and initiatives in 
Angola where local and foreign lawyers who are 
registered in the OAA or legal advisors that 
graduated in Angola can register or find out about 
pro bono opportunities. Although there is no 
single, centralised  platform dedicated exclusively 
to this purpose, there are several entities that 
promote pro bono work and provide information 
on opportunities in the country.  

These include the OAA, 26 the Associação Mãos 

Livres -  Associação para Juristas, 27 the Human 

Rights Project at the UPRA Institute of Legal and 

Social Sciences, and the Associação Pro Bono 

Angola. 28  

16. Are there any awards, lists or rankings 

related to pro bono work?  

 

We are not aware of any awards, lists, or rankings 

related to pro bono work in Angola. Pro bono 

work is not yet recognised, and formalised 

awards, lists, or classifications dedicated 

specifically to pro bono work are not as prevalent 

as in some other count ries. However, as this is a 

developing issue, initiatives likely will emerge 

within a few years as a result of work carried out 

by developing associations.  
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Navigate the full Global Pro Bono Guide  to explore  the global landscape and  pro bono practices and 

opportunities across 10 0+  jurisdictions . 

 

25 http://www.oaang.org/content/relatorio -do - programa - direito - para - todos  
26 https://www.oaang2.org/   
27 https://aml - livres.org/   
28  https://probonoangola.org/   
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